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AALEQSANDRE (SHURA) BANDZELADZE

SUMMARY

A Georgian artist - Aleksandre (Shu-
ra) Bandzeladze - Is one of the promi-
nent representative of the 50s gen-
eration of the XX c. His creative line
follows the history of the development
of European artistic thinking of the last
century. His art is wholly and unusually
accompanied by a feature of dualism.
On the one hand the regime’s demand
and socialist realism are realistic, and
on the other - modernist trends and its
aesthetics. The artist worked actively
in painting, graphics, book illustration
and monumental arts. In the new pe-
riod he also revived the tradition of
church painting with LevanTsutskirid-
ze. After Davit Kakabadze, it was he
who gave us an abstractionist painting.

From the early 1950s, the artist
created illustrations for various mag-
azines. This time he starts his close
friendship with the well-known writ-
ers — Vakhtang Chelidze, Murman
Lebanidze, Grigol Abashidze, famous
graphic Zurab Lezhava and others. Of
course, it is obvious that he is closer to

Galaktion Tabidze, and as a result - the
popular portrait of the poet, “preced-
ing” by the sea amount of peopleon
Mtatsminda during Galaktion’s depar-
ture. The indelible impressions of the
contact with the great poet have been
erupted in the 1970s when the artist
dedicated the sculpture to the ™ King
of the Poets”, “Galaktionian giant %,
organic hypersensitivity, inner ignition
and culminating sequence (1973), al-
though the preliminary graphic sketch-
es are much more strong, intentional
sharp and powerful than rhe sculpture
itself.

A. Bandzeladze was a huge, multi-
faceted Maestro and was paid the at-
tention even to the so-called in the
“Union” scale. The great interest to his
works of the well-known artistDimitri
Shmarinov and also in the circles of art
historians is a proof of it.The sam-
pleof an international-level success is
to award the original version of “Ar-
sena verse” in Leipzig on “The World’s
Most Beautiful Book” Prize (1967). In
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the 80s of the XX c. in Georgia, Russia
and Europe he was recognized as the
Masterof Georgian abstractionism, and
later in the United States - “as their
own”,

A. Bandzeladze was distinguished
with broad, in-depth interests and
sense of thought. He was delighted by
Homer as a person proning to ecuour-
ism, almost all the “Knight in the Pan-
ther’s Skin” knew by heart, which was
continuation of his father Mate Ban-
dzeladze’s decent tradition. Mother,
Estonian Mina Rey, a nice lady with a
musical talent, tried to instillove to her
children for their homeland from their
childhood. The closest friend of A. Ban-
dzeladze was the well-known painter
Sergo Chakhoyan. He was also close to
Bandzeladze’s abstractionist searches
and involved in the process itself.

252

While working on two illustrations
of “Arsena Verse” illustrations of the
Georgian folk epoxy, the wizard man-
aged to show the simplicity, the joy
and the scale characterising the text.
The second (1966) version of this work
is much more fundamental. It is a very
successful attempt to revive the tradi-
tions of the Georgian manuscript book.
The artist's modern “NeoModernist”
language “wore” a code of medieval
relief and especially the tombstone.
He has found the most witty graphi-
cal equivalents and at the same time
a completely different artistic merit of
picture from the tombstone. On the
other hand, it is strong join with “deli-
cate” ornamental inserts, distinguish-
ing simplicity and plastic sophistication.

At the earliest stage of creation the
most main in the artist's works was

N *fs),
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academic painting —graphic artworks
and portraits of the poet GalaktionT-
abidze (1952), sculptor Tamar Abake-
lia (1952), actress Dodo Tchitchinadze
(1952), etc.

At this time the artist became inter-
ested in pointillisme. It is true that the
work itself is not apointillistic, but his
relation to the colour is characteristic
to this tendency: Madonna (1957),
Reading (1957), Spartak Baghashvili's
portrait (1955), etc.

Very soon doctrinalpointillismeis
no longer satisfied Alexander Bandz-
eladze; with the internal tasks the art-
ist becomes more organic to Gogen
and his synthesis. Although “meeting”
with Gogen (whose monumentality
was concerned), the most productively

3M3a3MbvOBNS.
J.87930), 30,8X21,6, MXI6NOL LO3IMEIBO

(though not directly), was seen in illus-
trations of Kipling’s Maugli (1961). At
that time, he also works on illustrating
many other books.

In the 1960s the artist was inter-
ested in Sezanne’s searches. In this
regard, it is not only among Georgian
artists of that generation. In parallel
to this his works since the 10-20’s. of
the XX c. are characterized by Geor-
gian landscape paintings.

Soon, In the landscapes of A. Ban-
dzeladze the other path turns into
anchor, which is only with a certain
amount of cubism, in particular the
color of the faint and constructed.
They have some kind of rationality and
emotional charge, yet they are familiar
with native spaces.

From the early 1960s.in the figura-
tive pictures of A. Bandzladze, emerge
“neo-modernist” trends as deeply ana-
lytical and essence as bold for the So-
viet space. Soon they were changed
by the asymmetry effect, deformation
and the formal emotions: “the Portrait
of the Girl” (1960), “Rusiko” (1963),
“New"” (1967), etc. In one of his in-
terviews, even the famous art historian
Hans Belting noted that.

Since the artist creates a polytics’
legend continuation (1971), his work
is activated by a monumental painting.
He performs a wall painting in various
public buildings. Here he uses themes
from Georgian mythology (Argonauts)
as well as from modern times. The
works are symbolic-narrative and well-
known in the Soviet space in the 70s of
the monumental artwork.

A.Bandzladze’s abstraction paint-
ings founded a new stage in Georgian
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Art of the XX c.

Despite the scarcity of information,
the master reaches the XX century’s
fundamental approach and techniques
that make it artificial in the context of
the latest time. This obviously refers to
his abstractions as well.

A. Bandzladze’s abstractionist works
are polymerized, desire to master the
“monumental” surface, “jazz” improvi-
sation and constant discoveries char-
acterising by great painting.

A. Bandzladze's works have some
of the abstracts of the “baroque” ex-
amples, but there are other catego-
ries that are notable, as well as the
“anonymous” compositions which, by
their concatenation, resemble some
“minimal-art” (with their own pictorial
means).

Some expressions of abstractism
have also surrealistic aroma of the
artist. This is a little bit terrible “Her
Majesty’s Exodus” (1987). Among the
most recent, there are also inscriptions
in which the Latin font, Asomtavruli
and Mkhedruli are involved. This mes-
sage is also multidimensional, with the
postmodern “gameplay” and implies
unrecognized, even the Euro-Georgian
cultural dialogue in itself ..

A. Bandzeladze did not only do
great efforts in establishing Georgian

254

Abstractionism, but also played a very
positive role in its development. He is
surrounded by a circle of young artists.
Most of them are not repeating the art-
ist’s approaches, but he has been dis-
tinguished in the processes in the 80s
of Georgian art.

Generally, the school of Georgian
Abstractionism, based on its interna-
tional success, is neither episodic nor
local and Bandzeladze has a major
role in it. I think Boris Grosce correctly
perceived his painting. Gazeta put it in
tension between individuality, national-
ity and universality. The last work of
the artist is “The Knight in the Pan-
ther’s Skin”, which he could not finish.

A. Bandzeladze always tried to work
effectively (in terms of Soviet coun-
cils), to embrace the spirit of free
creativity,to overcame the provincial-
ity, locality, spoilage and exoticity. He
was the maximalist towards the most
difficult artistic problems often in the
time of “salculation”, which shows his
non-sovereignty, great courage, and
the disorientation of thought. With the
great European and American artists of
the XX c. he is equally involved with
the dialogue, which demonstrates his
originality shows that he is a great cre-
ator of international rank and scale.
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